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Pospite—thts T or oo
I the. Pentagon flew to

fs.co. .-

Seidom have so0 many top
brass flown in so many
Government planes to pay
tribute 10 a congressional- ty-
rant--all.a
the taxpayers
expense—
as flew to
Chareston
S.C., the other
day.

Secretary o
the Navy Pau
Nitze flew  a
plush C-140 jet
transport, ‘¢car- Pearson
rying a load of admirals. . -

|~ Deputy Sceretary  of De-
{fense Cyrus Vanee.flew-in an,

other C-140 carrying Secrctary
of the Army Stephen Ailes,
Sceretary of the Air Torce
Harold Brown and a dazzling
array of generals—again at
the taxpayers' expense.

The Delense
also furnished an older C-131
Constellation to fly to
Charleston, This was not quite

Js0 plush, but it was only to fly

Congressmen, Adm. William
Rabarn,naw Chiel of Confral
Intelligenge, . alse_.made. - the
trip to Charleston.

s

The reason for this pilgrim.
age was not to commemorate
some of the couragecus hattles
fought there by the North or
South during the Civil War,
but to dedicate a monument
to Rep. Mendel Rivers  (D-

[Rushing History

Doepartment ]

harleston to participate in a
eremony in  which Rivers
ook .his place in " life-size
ronze.‘alongside Gen. Picrre
Gustave Toutant de Beaure:
pard, herole Southern: defen
lor. of Charleston, 't

L

"The great heroes of“ the
Civil War, Lee, Beauregard,
btonewall  Jackson,  had to
bwait death before: they were
omamemorated by grateful
ounfrymen. But not the Con-
ressmen “from  Charleston.
brateful - businessmen  who
bave benefited from the mili-
fory bases Rivers has brought
o the ayea, decided to rush
istory, and erect a noble bust
[ Rivers, mounted atop a
olid, 7-foot granite shaft on
hat was once called Route
A

.Route 52 is
qrs Avenue, -
Mus, Rivers cut the ribbon,
the Citadel band struck up a

now called Riv-

] oa

thartial air, the glittering ar-
Wy of admirals and generals
ood bravely in a deluge of
in, while Rep. Iddie Hebert,
New Orleans Demoerat who
5 urged Rivers to Dbattle
alzainst Sceretary of Defense
MeNamara, delivered the
1ain eulogy, Eddie noted that
npver before  had he seen 50
any top Defense officidls
thered in'one place, but did

oL Menuon 06 iaci that tney

had come at the taxpayers’ ex-
pense, nor why they had
come.

“They came not because of
any. deep love“for Rivers but
raiher because they fear him.
Rivers is powerful. He is
chairman of the House Armed

.|Services Committee, a posis
" |tion which he acquired only
|because - of the aceident of

being elected from a safe con-
gressional: district and sitting
around until other Congress-
mpen retired, were defeated or
died. oo

Thus, simply by waiting,
and thanks to the rule of seni-
ority, he became the dispenser
of political power over the
Navy, the Army, the Air Force
and the Marines. The man
whom officers did not respect
was put in a position where
they must respect him, -

As-a result the brass hats
go much further than respect-
ing Rivers.

Now they kowtowuto him, -

Reciprocity Pays

And it has paid off. It has
paid off for them, it has paid
off for Rivers, and it has paid
off for .Charleston business-
men. As to whether it has
paid off for the rest of the
Nation or for other naval
bases ranging © from . Ports.
mouth, N.H., which is being
curtailed, to Brooklyn, whose

Navy Yard is being closed, or
to. Boston, w} )
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may be
ter. . -
In previous, Republican ad-
ministrations, the Charfeston
Navy Yard was on thelist to
be closed. But not since Men- -
del Rivers became chairman
of the House Armed Services |
Committee,

From this position of POW-
er, Rivers has thumbed his .
nose both at Secretary MceNa- |
mara and at President John-
ton. He made mincemeat out |
of McNamara's move to cur- |
tail the cushy reserve duty for 4
congressmen, kicked MoNa-,,
mara’s plan to amalgamate
the reserves with the National :
Guard into a cocked hat and |

closed, is another mat.

told President Johnson to £go
jump into Charleston Bay .
when LBJ fried to hold the:!
military pay raise down to the !
same level as the civilian pay
raise, Instead, Rivers rammed *
through a 10-per-cent pay |
boost for the military, while '
civillans are getting around 3°
per‘eent. )

So ‘when it came to dedicat-
ing his monument, they came .i
through nobly for him. :

The only Pentagon official " |

who did not come through for I
Rivers - was MceNamara, He
kept his dignity, refused to fly
to Charlesion to listen as Rep, -
Rivers, his flowing white hair !
dampened by rain, rose and..
told the assembled brasst =
“One does not expeet in
pualic life to see his name ene
graved in stone. That usually -
oceurs -after he is gone. :
" VLG 0 dyndicate, Ing. -
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